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W88-0118.  Van Raalte, Albertus Christiaan (1811-1876). 




 Leader of the Dutch immigration to western Michigan, 1847, 
founder of Holland, Michigan, and Hope College, minister of the 
RCA.  Collection consists of family books, including the family Bible 
and several books from Van Raalte’s library; correspondence with 
Antonie Brummelkamp, Samuel Van Velzen, and others; essays; 
photographs of Van Raalte; a Sunday School roll book (1851-1855); 
and some material from D. B. K. Van Raalte relating to his father. 
 
Accession No.:   W88-0118 
Provenance:    Albertus Christiaan Van Raalte 
Donor:   Van Raalte Family 
Photographs:    71 images (Box 1) 
Processed by:   Craig Wright, January 1991 




Albertus Christiaan Van Raalte was born in Wanneperveen, Overisel, the Netherlands, on 
October 17, 1811.  His father was Albertus Van Raalte, a minister in the state church of the 
Netherlands.   
He went to the University of Leyden to study medicine, but in 1833 decided to study for 
the ministry.  In 1836, he became a minister in the Church of the Seceders when he was refused 
entry into the ministry of the state church.  In that same year, he married Christina De Moen, 
who was born January 30, 1815, in Leiden.  He served various churches in the Netherlands, 
including those in Ommen and Arnhem, until 1846. 
Because of the persecution he and his followers were experiencing, Van Raalte decided 
to emigrate to America.  In September 1846, Van Raalte, his wife, and five children set sail on 
the Southerner for New York with 53 members of his congregation.  After much deliberation and 
prayer, he decided to settle in the area at the head of Black Lake, the present site of Holland, 
Michigan.  He served as the spiritual and political leader of the colony, which grew rapidly.  He 
was also instrumental in the founding of Hope College. 
His primary role was that of pastor to the community.  One of the first buildings to be 
erected in 1847 was the log church.  However, the economic life of the community soon became 
Van Raalte’s major concern.  In the name of the association, he purchased several thousand 
acres.  As colonists arrived, they purchased their land for farms or lots for homes.  He was very 
active in the development of Holland Harbor.  He lobbied extensively in Lansing and 
Washington for harbor appropriations.   
Van Raalte was also concerned with the educational needs of the community.  He not 
only developed the public school system with a strong set of local controls, but also laid the 
foundations for the Pioneer School, which became the Holland Academy and later developed 
into Hope College.   







His goal of developing a Christian community governed by Christian principles was 
visionary but was shattered in 1850.  Holland Township became the basic unit of government.  
Van Raalte’s ideal of Christian control was lost, but his influence was felt because he became 
active in politics and he continued to own large tracts of land.  Although many of the means to 
achieve a Christian community broke down, Van Raalte was still the pastor of the only church, 
member of the district school board, guiding light of the Academy, principal landowner, and a 
businessman with major property holdings. 
Dissension, strife, and division among his followers ultimately killed the colony as it was 
originally envisioned.  Some of the stress was undoubtedly caused by Van Raalte’s personality.  
He knew what he wanted for his colony and he thought he knew what was good for the 
community and acted accordingly.  However, much of the criticism was clearly unfair.  The 
narrow-mindedness and small spirit of some of the Dutch settlers were unbelievable.  As early as 
1856, Van Raalte entertained the possibility of leaving the colony.  He received a call from the 
church in Pella, Iowa, in that year, but declined as a result of a new show of support by the 
congregation.     
Poor health forced his resignation as minister in 1867, and in 1871, his wife died and the city 
of Holland was destroyed by fire.  He encouraged the settlers to rebuild the city, and lived until 
1876, when he died after a lingering illness. 
 
Scope and Content 
 
 The collection consists of two parts:  FAMILY BOOKS and FAMILY PAPERS.  The 
FAMILY BOOKS section contains the family Bible and several books from Van Raalte’s 
library, as well as a photo album containing photographs of Dr. Van Raalte.  This material is 
found in Box 1. 
 The FAMILY PAPERS section includes correspondence, essays, a Sunday School roll 
book (1851-1855), and material from D. B. K. Van Raalte relating to his father.  The bulk of the 
correspondence is with Antonie Brummelkamp and Samuel Van Velzen, but also includes his 
wife, the auditor general of Michigan, C. G. De Moen, and Samuel B. Schieffelin.  This material 
is arranged alphabetically by type of material and is found in Box 2.  The correspondence with 






 FAMILY BOOKS  
 
Books from Van Raalte’s Library, 1729, 1817, 1829?, 1834, 1851, 1852, 1854, 1857  
(D/E) 
  Alexander, Archibald.  The Canon of the Old and New Testaments Ascertained,  
or The Bible Complete Without the Apocrypha and Unwritten Traditions.   
A new edition, revised for the Presbyterian Board of Publication.   
Philadelphia: Presbyterian Board of Publication, 1851. 
  Bernard, David.  Light on Free Masonry.  Revised edition, with an appendix  
revealing the mysteries of Odd Fellowship, by a member of the craft.   







Dayton, Ohio: Vonneida and Sowers, n. d. [1829?]. 
  Chalmers, Thomas.  Lectures on the Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Romans.   
New York: Robert Carter & Brothers, 1854. 
Haldane, Alexander.  Memoirs of the Lives of Robert Haldane of Airthrey, and of  
His Brother, James Alexander Haldane.   New York: Robet Carter & 
Brothers, 1857. 
  Hellenbroek, A.  Voorbeeld der Goddelije Waarheden Voor Eenvoudigen, Die  
Zich Dereiden Tot de Belijdenis des Geloofs… (Example of the Religious 
Truths for Simple Ones, for use in preparation for the confession of faith; 
written specifically by A. Hellenbroek), 1854 (D). 
Lewis and Clark.  Reize naar de Bronnen van den Missouri.  (vol. 2) trans.  
  N. G. Van Kampen. Dordrecht:  A. Blusse & Zoon, 1817. 
  Mel, Koenraed.  Inleiding tot de Onderzoeking der Profeeten.  Leiden:  Johan  
   Arnold Langerak, 1729. 
  Pearson, Thomas.  Infidelity; Its Aspects, Causes, and Agencies: Being the Prize  
Essay of the British Organization of the Evangelical Alliance.  New York: 
Robert Carter & Brothers, 1854. 
Taylor, Jeremy.  The Sermons of the Right Rev. Jeremy Taylor, D.D., Lord Bishop  
of Down, Connor, and Dromore.  Complete in One Volume.  Comprising a 
Course for the Whole Year, and a Supplement of Sermons on Various 
Subjects and Occasions.  New York: Robert Carter & Brothers, 1852. 
van Lier, Helperus Ritzema.  Verzameling van Eenvoudige Leerredenen.    
  Forward by Cornelius van der Leeuw.  Amsterdam:  Messchert en   
  Hoveker, 1834.  Autographed by A. C. Van Raalte, 1861.
Family Bible, 1880 
 Photo Album, 1865 (71 portrait images) 
 Printing Plate, Portrait of A. C. Van Raalte, n.d. 
 Record Book, Real Estate and Financial Ledger, 1873-1925 
 
Box 2  
  
 FAMILY PAPERS 
 
 Correspondence, 1838-1871 
  A. C. Van Raalte to J. C. Van Raalte, 1838, 1847 (2 items) (D) 
  A. C. Van Raalte to Auditor General of Michigan, 1855  
        Auditor General to A. C. Van Raalte, 1855  
  Antonie Brummelkamp to A. C. Van Raalte, n. d., 1842-1844 (33 items) (D) 
  Samuel Van Velsen to A. C. Van Raalte, 1842 (6 items) (D) 
  Antonie Brummelkamp to  C. G. de Moen, 1842 (D)  
  “Cato” to C.G. de Moen, 1842 (D) 
  Antonie Brummelkamp to Arnhem Congregation, 1842 (D)  
  Samuel B. Schieffelin to W. B. Gilmore, 1871 
 Essays, 1846, 1859, 1977  
  The bicentennial and centennial: focus on A. C. Van Raalte, Reformed Review  
   (v. 30, no. 2) 1977 







  Brummelkamp, A. and A. C. Van Raalte.  Emigration, or, why we promote  
   the emigration of people to North America and not to Java, 1846    
 Translated by John Ver Brugge, 1978 
  Van Raalte, A. C.  Roeping der gemeente jegens hare opzieneren.  Leerrede,  
   uitgespoken ter opening van de klassikale vergadering te Grand Rapids,”  
   1859 
Sunday School Roll Book, 1851-1855 (photocopy) 
 Van Raalte, Albertus C., Anniversary of his death, 1926, 1976 
 Van Raalte, D. B. K. Jr., 1896-1928 
  Insurance and Financial Record, 1919, 1928 
  Writing Tablet and Letter from Father, 1894, 1896 
